The
Library
“Let me tell you my dream of happiness. A sunny
nook in some quiet little home, with friends…books
full of noble thoughts that encourage us in a truly
heroic spirit, flowers that keep the heart ever young
while the head grows old, leisure to cultivate our
minds, to grow up together to the standard of a noble
Christian character and the ever pleasant knowledge
that we are fulfilling the mission.”
Mr. Gunn created the first library
in Washington in his living room.
Citizens periodically gathered and
the right to borrow books would
be auctioned off, thereby providing
for the acquisition of more books.
Because of this practice Charles
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Goodyear, a local field hand who
saved his salary in order to participate came
to Mr. Gunn’s attention and was educated
with Mr. Gunn’s other students.
Later, the library was transferred to the
church parish hall. In the 1890s, a group
of citizens and former Gunnery students
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banded together to raise the money to build
the Gunn Memorial Library which was
dedicated in 1908. Ehrick Rossiter, Class
of 1870, was the architect, Dallas Wyant,
Class of 1902, was the contractor, and the
fieldstone for the facade was brought from
nearby farms by Gunnery students.
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The Beechers
and Gunn
“When he sees that he has distressed me & his father he weeps & is distressed &
promises & tries a while but again falls back – It was for this temptation more
than any other that I wanted to send him to you – Your school is governed
mainly by moral influences & the boys, form one party with the teacher – this
forms a moral atmosphere pointing to frankness & truth — & when Charley has
been long enough with you to get thoroughly acclimated in this atmosphere, I trust
that the same approbativeness will help him to conform to the spirit of the school.”
- Harriet Beecher Stowe in a letter to Frederick Gunn
about her reasons for sending her son Charley to his School
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Because of his reputation as a schoolteacher, several
nationally prominent abolitionists sent their
children to The Gunnery including Harriet Beecher
Stowe, Henry Ward Beecher, John Fremont, and
Jervis and Olivia Langdon of Elmira, NY whose
daughter married Samuel Clemens. Herbert Beecher
was in the class of 1863, William Beecher was in
the class of 1864, Charley Stowe was in the class of
1864, Charles Fremont was in the class of 1863, and
Charles Langdon’s class is unknown.

Charley Stowe

“For a generation he has been sending forth boys
into manhood made honorable by his example
and influence … His name is honored in all the
land by those who know his scholars.”
- Henry Ward Beecher in a condolence letter
to Mrs. Gunn at Mr. Gunn’s death

Mr. Gunn’s
Legacy
“Love to your neighbor is the best and only
assurance of your love to God.
Rev. Slaveholder, test yourself by this rule.
You are imbruting your equal brother, keeping him
in ignorance, denying God ’s stamp on his brow.”
- June 1846, in a letter to Abigail

“The clear air of these bright and beautiful days gives me a new confidence,
Nature seems to speak to my soul, a divine message. God writes his [sic.] glories
on every hill, in gorgeous hieroglyphs; a few days and nature will be stripped of
her splendor, but we will not thus give up all hope of coming pleasures. Autumn
always inspires one, with thoughts & feelings all averse from the dreariness of
November. I feel buoyant, full of life. God grant we may both wisely improve the
lesson of Nature and gather omens of hope from every thing in earth, air & sky.”

Mr. Gunn’s
Legacy
“The boy who knows right from wrong, and loves
the right, must be trained to stand up for right, to
fight for it with his feeble arm when young, then
he will be qualified to be a champion of the truth
when his muscle is mature.”

“Here is a man who is enslaving our brothers, he
is enslaving you, my friend, forbidding your mind
to expand, chaining down that God-given soul
to a mere animal existence, trampling on your
hearts, treating you as a mere nothing. This is not
exaggeration, this is scientific fact. He is upholding a
system by which this is done on a giant scale.”

“God sent me into the world for something, he hath
appointed for me as for all the sons of men, a work
– He hath gifted me with faculties, for some special
purpose. Have I found that work, am I fulfilling that
purpose? He hath designed me to grow up & develop
myself into a soul, a being of a man. Am I preparing
the mature development, or becoming some monster,
not a sound man but an effigy of a man?”

“To get into a boy’s heart you must first get the
boy-heart into you, then bring him up with you
into the thoughts and feelings of a man.”
“Having earned and secured the faith of your
best boys, now use it for their good and the good
of the school. Good order, virtuous conduct,
moral habits a pure heart and a clean tongue –
these are essential to the life of any school.”

